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— It is but juft, 


The Writer bluth, there where the Reader mu/f. 


CowLeY. 





TuEsDAY, AUGUST 12. 1734. 





em N fome Papers, wherein I have 
m confider'd the Proftiturion of our 
S Englifh THEATRE, I have af- 
fign’d one Part of the Caufe to 
the Ignorance and Avarice of the 
ManacGeErs ; Another to the 
Acror’s Want of Genius, of 

Inftruction: And, I fhall, here- 
after, manifeft the juft Foundation of thofe Cenfures, 
with more Plainne/s, and Particularity, than I have 
hitherto made ufe of. 





In the mean Time, I am pleafed, to find a 
Third Caufe, charg’d to the Ports, who write for 
the Stage, by the ingenious Tranflator of a Fe/uiz’s 
Oration, on the inftructive Superiority of the THEA- 

, TRE, to the Schools of History, and PHiLoso- 
puy.—An Accufation, fo feverely juff, may, I hope, 
corre a Levity, which it expofes, in the ftrongeft 
Colouring. —- There is fomething fo ow, and fo 
mercenary, in the Motive, and Purfuit, of too many 
Dramatic Writers, that Any Reflections which cou’d 
be capable of Recovering them into fome Senfe of 
the U/e and Abufe of a Genius, woud deferye to 
be confider’d as a Public Good-fortune. 


Any Thing, fays this Orator, whofe Nature is 
fuch, as to be made either good, or bad, as Art 
fhall pleafe to mould it, is generally, by our De- 
pravity, turn’d to the Latter; fo averfe are we to 
Virtue, fo prone to Vice! This is evident, particu- 
larly, in the THEATRE,=ewhich, being originally fo 
weil calculated for the promoting of Virtue, is, by 
our deprav’d Difpofitions, become a School of Vice. 
But, WHo are principally to be b/am’d for This? 
gee The Poets, in the firft Place ; — next, the 
Acrors ; —and laftly, the AUDIENCE ; —as if All 
who fhould unite their Endeavours to make the 
Stage of -ddvantage to Mankind, labour, as it 
Were, by Concert, to corrupt it. 


First, the Blame is to be imputed to You, Dra- 
matic Ports, for deviating fo widely from the true 
End and Defign of your Mufe. You don’t under- 
ftand, becaufe you will not, what is expected from 
you, as Writers for the Stage, and what the Nature 
of the DraMA requires. 


Bur, the Tragic, and Comic Writers, who rais’d 
the Arhenian Theatre, had a juft Senfe of Both. 
Thefe were perfuaded, that, as they profefs’d a 
fruitful, and beneficial Species of Poetry, they were 
not allow’d to bear the Name of Poet in a Com- 
mMon-wealth, purely as a barren, empty Title. — 


B 


Impowered by the Legiflature to exhibit a public 
Spectacle to their Fellow-Citizens, they look’d upon 
themfelves, as Perfons invefted with a public Cha- 
ratter ; as Philofophers, tacitly appointed by the Ma- 
giftrate to INsTRUCT the ignorant Vulgar; and ‘as 
Cenfors, tO REFORM the rude, vicious Populace; 
In a Word, that: it was their Duty to make Tra- 
GEDY a School of Wifdom, and Comepy a School of 
Reproof. — Thefe Poets did not think it their Bufi- 
nefs to inquire into the Origin, or Progrefs, of 
Tragedy, and Comedy, but rather to confider, how 
they might, from their own Nature, be render’d 
beneficia to the World , after they had been con- 
veyd, with Luftre, from Hamlets to Cities, and 
from Carts to Theatres. Accordingly, they di/tin- 
guifh’d their Provinces, appointing Tragedy to calm 
the Paffions by Terror, and Pity; and Comedy to re- 
form the Mind, by Riédicules and Cenfure. Such 
was the End they propos’d to Themfelves; nor did 
they deviate from it, in their Writings, if we ex- 
cept the Comic Poets, who, indeed, went too great 
Lengths in Calumny and Detraion. 


Bur, what Ide¢, O ye Comic, and Tragic Writ- 
ers, do you form to yourfelves of Theatric Poe/y ? 
—In what View do moft of you write for the Stage ? 
—In THis: — You contider a Dramatic Piece, as 
a Work of Genius, but of little U/e, when it does 
not redound to your private Emolument. — You 
afcend to the Stage, as to an Eminence, where 
your Talents may foon be confpicuous, and whence 
your Fame may foar aloft, and fly with a {wift Wing 
to all Parts of the learned World. You think, that 
tis enough for you to be rank’d among the CELE- 
BRATED Dramatic Writers , but, are little folicitous, 
whether your Performances entitle you to a Seat 
among the Virruous. That Maxim of Horace,— 
“ The Aim of the Poet is to inftrudt, or delight,” 
you fo interpret, that, neglecting the former, which 
1s of the greateft [nmtportance; you have an Eye 
folely, or principally, to the /atter; and chufe to 
divert Mankind, rather than ‘mprove them == Bur, 
what is the Confequeuce of ‘This ?—~By your errone- 
ous Conduét, Dramatic Poetry, in General, is 
turnd from its natural Channel ; and That, which 
ought to be its only Aim, to_improve, by pleafing, 
is Calculated merely to pleafe, tho’ to the Prejudice 
of the Audience. Bur, left you fhou’d think thefe 
fo many random Affertions, let us examine, toge- 
ther, the feveral Kinds of Theatric Poefy. 


Our TRAGEDY is as /ententious, and majeftic, 
as That of Athens, and boafts as great an Ele- 
gance of Dittion. The Tragic Mufe was never 

infpir'd 
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infir’d with more cxfBd Toughts, or cloath'd 
them, in more graceful Exprejfioms. - Bur, alas ! 
How much is fhe degenerated from her ancient 
candid Severity ! 
the Difeafes of the Mind ; but That of the Mo- 
derns, corrupts it. In Athens, it extinguilh’d a 
Thirft of Empire, the greateft Crime in That Re- 
public ; but it now breathes into the Soul a doubte 
Patlion; rafh Revenge, and wanton Love, the mott 
deadly Peits to Religion and Society. 
* Burt, while I deplore the Change, that has befal- 
len Tragedy, methinks, I fee, and hear, the Comic 
Mufe advance with a jocund Afpect, and congra- 
tulate Herfelf for enjoying a much better Fortune, 
than anciently.—She protefts, that her Charaéter is 
uite different from what it was under Ariftopha- 
nes, who oblig’d her to chaftife the Faults of the 
Athenians, by a greater Fault; and to revile the 
mofi illuftrious Citizens, by Name, or glance at 
them, fo plainly, that ’twas almoft impoilible not 
to know them.—That fhe is not: what fhe was un- 
der Plautus, when, Joofe and petulant, fhe us’d to 
ollute the Amphitheatre with obfcene Jefts and 
Rental, borrow’d from the Refufe of the People: 
Nor what the appear’d under Tereuce, when the 
difplay’d to the Roman Youth, the Amours of Gre- 
cian Courtezaus.—— But, that fhe, now, if we may 
believe Her, reveals Herfelf with the Grace, and 
Decency, fuitable to a polite, elegant, and modeft 
Nation : improv’d in her own Morals, and im- 
proving thofe of others. — Let us now examine, 
what Advantages we reap from her.—Tell us, Thou 
happy Inftructrefs, what Immorality thou reformeft 
among us ? 


I reprove (anfwers fhe) fuch modifh young Sparks 
as are too Finical in their Dre/s: — A juft Reproof, 
were there nothing, in Youth, that better deferv’d 
Reprehention. 


I rebuke the Pedantick, among the Fair; and fuch 
as-are too affected in the Choice of their Words : —A 
juft Criticifm, if there be nothing in the Pride or 
Petulance of the Female Sex, that better deferves 
Cenfure, 


I animadvert, in a jocofe Way, on Man haters: 
—This, poflibly, wou’d be laudable, had you firft 
animadverted on thofe, who, by conniving at the 
Faults of Mankind, corrupt them. 


I reftore to their Health, and Senfes, fuch, as are 
troubled with imaginary Difeafes : — A noble Cure, 
had you, firft, beal’d thofe, whoie MuNDs are in- 
jetted, with Vicz. 


T eftabiifb various Schsols, for the. Inftruction, and 
Improvement, of Husbands, Wives, and others. — 
Excellent Infticutions, certainly !—But, what Aro- 
logy-will you make, fhou’d we prove, that in your 
various Schools; you prompt Mankind to Vice, more 
than éacline’em to Virtue ? 


Wuart, if Youths, of Both Sexes, are by You 
taught, to diveft themfelves of that Beauty of the 
Soul, Simplicity, merely to foment ftolen Fires; to 
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enter into the Coxnubial Srate, not by the Drudenr 
Pp . 


Advice of their Z arengs, but by the Sugzeftions of 
Wanjounefs, and Faucy? 


Wuart, if Wives are, by You, inftructed, to wio- 
late their Conjugal Fidelity, to e/ude all the Vigi- 
lance of Husbands ; to impofe upon their Credu- 
lity by a Thoufand fhamelefSArzifices ; and, con- 
tumelioufly, to punifh, and perplex, them, for 
Crimes 5 which have been committed againft them: 
Crimes, which, unjuitly, reflect, thro’ the Immo- 
dejty of the Wife, an imaginary Di/hoxour, on the 
Husband ? © 


Wuar, if it fhou’d be found, that You perfuade 
thefe Husbands to indulge their Wives in the Fol- 
lies of an ill-grounded Liberty ? = to wink at theig 
Faults ; to bear with, and fubmirt to, their Do- 
meftic Oxtrages ; and to afcribe Mortifications to 
Fortune, and Cuftom, which Guilt oly produces >” 


Wuat, if you teach Servamts,.and Perfons in- 
trufted, to throw off all Shame and Sincerity, and 
aflift the Light, and the Wanton, in Frauds, to en- 
{nare and mifguide the Minds of young Sons, and 
Daughters, in lawlef$ and imprudent Loves, and 
inftruct and encourage them to make Prey of the 
Old Gentleman’s Money, and, then, ridicule him, for 
the Generolity of a Confidence, that has been, fo 
ungenerouflyy BETRAYD by the Trufted ? . 


WHAT, if you accuftom your Pypils, to favour, 
and think tenderly, of, Vice, and to difcountenance 
and fneer at, the Pretenfions of Virtwe ? Whar it 
you, induftrioufly, reprefent a contemptible Cha- 
racter, as fmart, witty, and faceticus ; while, on 
the contrary, you mifcolour a-virtuous one, with 
all that is f?vpid, and ridiculous ? —Do you laugh? 
— Begone, O Thou wicked Perverter’ of our Mo- 
rals, Thou Hypocritical Corrupter of the Mind,;Thou 
Bane to the Peace of our Families! — Thou Re- 
proush, and Deitruction, to the Public 'Tranqui- 
lity! | 


But, why do I condemn Comedy ? — She can 
never be xaturally, criminal; fhe is made fo, by 
others !— Let us accufe, then, thofe Ports, who, 
when they ought to have prefented us with Ex- 
amples of VIRTUE, employ’d all their Wit to-make 
Vick appear amiable ! 


STAND then, Everlaftingly, condemn’d, O ye 
mean-[pirited and Fime-fervizg, WRITERS, Who) 
being capable of infpiring Philofophy, and Reafon, 
under Cover of Humour, and Plea/antry, can; yet, 
{toop, to ingratiate yourfelves with the Dreggs of 
the People, by a Sacrifice of Duty, and Trath, 
to the Applaufe of impertinent Laughter! — You 
weigh not what Kiad of Perfoxs you fhou’d be am- 
bitious of pleafing. — You confider not fufficiently, 
that, in well-regulated Governments, No Theatrical 
Pieces ought to appear on the Stage, but fuch as are 
ftrictly, and intentionally, mora/.—-The Port who 
writes, with any View, lefs noble, degrades his own 
Character ; and moft fhamefully deviates, from the 
Importance of his Duty. 


a 





Printed for T. Cooper, at the Globe in Pater-nofter Row : 


a ad 


Where Letters to the AUTHOR are 


taken in. And where the former Numbers may be had. 


{ Price Two-Pence. ] 














forr 
amp 
STs 
cell 
Phi 


mot 


Kin 
take 


This 
the : 
in th 
othey 
Shoy 
Exc] 
the | 


the 
not | 
and | 
frat 
Is 
comm 
tion j 
in Fy 
fon tC 


hot d 
ee, 
leony 
Pierif 


